





1. Remembering Equity



In the civic heart of the metropolis...



3.



quity poses an American paradox.

Honorable Soy‘niq Hall
Presiding Judge
CookCounty Chancery
2025

In a nation where trial by jury is deemed an inalienable right, a judge
decides a case in a juryless court of equity. And while the rule of law
may be sacrosanct, a court of equity can look beyond the law's letter
and consider the dictates of conscience.



Picasso's
Equity and Chicago’s Picasso are shapeshifters, vigien

both revered and reviled.

Picasso never explained his design for Chicago's “palais de justice:"#
which has become synonymous with the Daley courthouse and the
city itself. At the sculpture's 1967 unveiling, Chicagoans voiced
paradoxical visions:
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Many have attempted to explain equity. . .
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sT’EEW remember equity as an ancient legal concept, a juryless
court and a jurisprudence that pervades today's US. justice system,
where less than 3 percent of all civil and criminal cases proceed to
jury trial

Deemed contrary to the US rule of law, equity was allegedly enchained by
early state legal codes that emasculated the jurisdiction. Yet beginning in
the 1930s, equity was the default jurisdiction in federal and most state courts.




Even fewer remember Chicago's expansive experimentation with equity.

A series of innovative courts evolved
from the city’s Cook County chancery
to administer a metropolis teeming
with miserabiles at the turn of the
20th century. Designed for the
nation’s fastest growing city, Chicago’s
“equitable” courts were lauded as
models for US judicial reform

Chicago retains the nation’s largest
metropolitan chancery to the present
day, an undocumented jurisdiction.

To help us remember complex concepts like equity, medieval metropolitans
(bishops and archbishops) commissioned illuminated images in collections

of Roman canon law (the law of the Roman Catholic Church) and other
documents scribed in chancery, their governmental seat.

%5: Usufruct: the right to enjoy the use of anotherl propecty.




Pictu.ring equity in Chicago reveals a
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CORNERSTONIE,
religious, colonial and urba
of U.S. statecraft
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[ have shamelessly borrowed, expanded and altered images from a variety
of sources for my own illustrations, unless not listed below.

Abbreviations:

Bodlein Library, Oxford (BL)

British Museum (BM)

Chicago History Museum (CHM)

Chicago Tribune (CT)

Library of Congress, Washington D.C. (LOC)

National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. (NARA)
Newberry Library, Chicago (NL)

Skidmore, Owings & Merrill archive, Art Institute of Chicago (SOM)
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BL MS. Douce 266, fol. 006v. Book of hours, Use of Tournai, 1480-1500.
BL MS. Broxb. 89.10 fol. 193r. Book of hours, Dutch, c. 1460-1470.

Picasso under construction at US. Steel's American Bridge Company plant
in Gary, Indiana, 1965. Williams & Meyer Archives, SOM

1. Remembering Equity
NL MS 61. Book of hours, Gerard Groote, Dutch, 1471-1500.

2. High Above

Map: James T. Palmatary, Lithograph of Chicago, 1857. CHM ICHi-005656
NL MS 61. Book of hours, Gerard Groote, Netherlands, 1471-1500.

- 26 -


https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/929981ad-a1ee-4208-be65-148b55f8f4e6/surfaces/bdcee7b2-e205-43cd-b987-8ee51483ff2e/
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/de17264c-b324-4577-942d-4d13050c9aae/surfaces/e4dea7cd-de17-486d-97db-e5e72f784df4/

4. Equity poses an American paradox

History Makers Digital Archive (Chicago), “The Honorable Sophia H. Hall,”

video capture from interview, 2003.

5. Equity and Chicago’s Picasso are shapeshifters

Picasso veiled: Chicago Sun Times, 15 August 1967

Picasso’s: SOM Picasso in Mougins, France, 1967.

Construction and unveiling: Hedrich Blessing collection, CHM
Sheila Wolfe, “What'sit has Town Talking,” CT, 19 August 1967.
John R. Schmidt, “Daley the First,” WBEZ Chicago, 5 April 2013

6. Many have attempted to explain equity

Judge: William Cowper, High Chancellor of Great Britain. Thomas Johnson,
¢. 1670. Harvard Law School Library, cc 00.776.

Illegal and immoral: Donald Trump, Getty Images, 2025

Inquisitorial tribunal: Collection Abecasis, Science Photo Library

God: BL MS. Rawl. Liturg. E. 27. Book of hours, France, 1400-1500.

Nothing else but God: Justinian, Exordian institutionum, cited in Hermann
Kantorowicz, Studies in the Glossators of the Roman Law (Cambridge:
University Press, 1938) 53 and 332, n. 74.

Mark Fortier, The Culture of Equity in Early Modern Europe (London:
Routledge, 2005), 20-22.

7. Stop
LOC PAGA 7, no. 263, Columbia with flag, American Brew Co., 1890.
BL MS. Canon. Ital. 108, fol. 2v. Dante, Divine Comedy, Italian, 14t century.

8. Few remember equity

Getty Images 134135924. Robert Natkin, Narcotics Court, Chicago, 1952.

Revolutionary war chain, CHM ST-19031902-0003, Sun-Times Collection

John H. Langbein, “The Disappearance of Civil Trial in the United States,”
122 Yale Law Journal 522 (2012).

For an extended reference to equity’s Roman canonical roots, see Nancy
Buenger, “Home Rule: Equitable Justice in Progressive Chicago and the
Philippines,” At Home and Abroad: The Politics of American Religion,
Elizabeth Shakman Hurd and Winnifred Fallers Sullivan, eds. (New
York: Columbia University Press, 2021), p. 78, n.9.

9. Even fewer remember

CHM, ICHi-028485. Acme Publishing and Engraving, Cover to Chicago of
Today, The Metropolis of the West, 1891.

BL MS. Canon. Misc. 493, fol. 129v. Justinian, Digestum vetus, Italian, 1300s

10. Picturing equity in Chicago
CHM DN-0054745, C1ty Hall Cornerstone, Chicago Daily News, 1909.
Picasso: Neil Steinberg, “50 years ago, Chicago squirmed at Picasso’s ‘big,

homely metal thing,” Chicago Sun Times, 10 August 2017.
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https://www.thehistorymakers.org/biography/honorable-sophia-h-hall
https://www.wbez.org/culture/2013/04/05/daley-the-first
https://www.loc.gov/item/2018694387/
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/b22739d8-d9c1-40f7-915a-8c1ce22f5a43/surfaces/8294a948-1fbc-4a78-84ef-4b5fc38343e6/
https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/view-of-a-judge-presiding-over-a-court-case-related-to-the-news-photo/134135924
https://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/objects/79ab1f0c-360a-4679-8ae2-520e836eb434/surfaces/d143908e-fdbb-40ac-82ed-f6cdb3f6abc9/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/2017/8/10/18319716/50-years-ago-chicago-squirmed-at-picasso-s-big-homely-metal-thing
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